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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1859. 


[Ong Penny. 





OUR ONE THOUSANDTH 
NUMBER. 


Managers, after a successful and lengthy 
season, are permitted to congratulate them- 
selves upon the number of nights to which 
such season may have extended. 

Perhaps, then, it will not be considered an 
act of egotism on our part if we take this op- 
portunity of reminding our kind readers and 
subscribers that this is the twentieth year and 
the one thousandth week of our little pub- 
lication. ; 

We will not say an atom in praise of our- 
selves upon this pleasing occasion ; the manner 
in which our little work has all along been 
conducted most probably speaks sufficiently 
for itself in the fact that it has withstood 
many rivals in the same field, and kept itself 
upright on the tide of public opinion until the 
present moment ; and we do not even doubt 


that, as time continues to roll on, so also will 
our Subscription List increase. We thus 
rest in the belief that the TaeatricaL 
JouRNAL has the good word and the support 
of every true lover and expositor of the 
Dramatic Art. 








Mr. Wicay.—This popular actor, having for 
the present relinquished the idea of entering upon 
management, has, with Mrs. Wigan, accepted an 
engagement at the new Adelphi Theatre, where 
they will make their appearance on the 28th inst. 





THE SOHO THEATRE. 


During the past week the very pathetic 
and interesting drama of “The Brothers ; 
or the Hunters of Savoy,” and the admirable 
farce of “Sarah’s Young Man,” have pre- 
ceded the highly-successful pantomime at 
this house. The drama of “'The Brothers” 
is exceedingly short, but very pithy ; and 
was acted throughout with the best spirit. 
Mr. Bertram Palmer’s Felix is deserving of 
the most worthy mention; he infused the 
part with a sincerity and a robustness not 
very frequently excelled. The part of “Ro- 
salvi lost nothing in the hands of Mr, F. J. 
Preece, who is an improving and a careful 
actor. We need scarcely say that clever 
Miss Helen Love as Helena acted with all 
her accustomed talent and finesse, and exhibited 
the highest dramatic powers. There is a ver- 
satility about this lady’s impersonations which 
always renders her acting most perfect, whilst 
she ever enlists our largest sympathies. Miss 
Julia Norton acted well, and looked very 
well as Genevieve ; she also sang a very 
nice song in a most pleasing manner. The 

arts of Julio and Florio (the children of 
Rosalvi) were very prettily and cleverly | 
formed by Miss Clara Ellar and Miss Per- 
matta. Mr. Lloyd Thorpe gave some 
colouring to the small part of Baptista. The 
really screaming farce of “ Sarah’s Young 
Man” followed, in which the higly-humourous 
acting of Mr. Mowbray is inimitable. The 
capital manner in which he performs the 
character of Sam Sloeleaf is one of the best 
and richest low comedy impersonations that 
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it is possible to conceive. Not a whit less | Burner.” Edmund Esdale was well sustained 


unctuous was the Sarah of Miss Clara 
Nichol, who, together with Mr. Mowbray, 
keep the house in continual roars of laughter. 
The other characters were ably rendered by 
Mr. Griffiths, Mr. Lloyd Thorpe, Mrs. J. 
W. Sims, and Miss Sinclair. The burlesque 
and pantomime still increases in public favour, 
and most deservedly so, being most cleverly 
written, cleverly acted, and capitally got up. 
Several additions have been made since our 
last visit, and everything is done to render it 
worthy of patronage, which we are pleased 
to observe it enjoys. The vocal and terpsi- 
chorean feats exposited in the burlesque are 
nightly greeted with the loudest applause, 
the clever “little fairies” of the corps de 
ballet being compelled to dance especial por- 
tions of the ballet scene (which is very 
beautiful and most artistically painted) twice 
or three times over. Miss Clara Ellar, the 
Misses Permatta, and Miss Beckett, have thus 
succeeded in producing a feature in the ballet 
department which was never before attempted, 
much less equalled, at this house. The same 
may be said with regard to the peculiar and 
very clever vocal powers of Miss Julia Nor- 
ton and Mr. Lloyd Thorpe. No playgoer 
should miss seeing this—one of the very few 
of the best and most successful pantomimes 
of the season. It is so rendered by the 
capital vein in which it is written, the efficient 
manner in which it is acted, and its clever 
and most artistic set of pantomimists, Messrs. 
George Beckett, Mathews, Clark, and Doug- 
las, and Miss Minnie Westland. 3. w. w. 





ECLECTIC HALL. 


We attended ‘an amateur performance on 
Tuesday, the 1st instant, at pa above Hall, 
and the evening’s entertainment commenced 
with the comedy of “Charles the Second,” 
in which Mr. Ferdinand played Rochester in 
a very creditable manner, The parts of 
Captain Copp and Edward were entrusted to 
Messrs, Barnes and E. Lewis, to which they 
did ample justice. 
Copp were undertaken by Miss Ivor and 
Miss Merton, both of whom acquitted them- 
selves exceedingly well, but were very badl 
supported by Mr, Jerome as the King. The 
less said of the remainder of the characters 
the better. 

After which the Members of the Tura- 
TRICAL JOURNAL CLUB made their first 


Lady Clare and Mary | 


| by Mr. Francis Lockhart ; his elocution was 
|very good. The part of the reckless Poynet 
| Arden was personated by Mr. George Frisby. 
| We must not omit to mention that this gen- 
| tleman is a talented amateur, and performed 
his part admirably. Mr. Riversdale played 
old Mathew Esdale, but he was weak and 
ineffective in his delivery ; we would advise 
him to play smaller parts for a short time. 
Caleb Brown was allotted to Mr. Murray, 
and we think this gentleman will become a 
very useful member in this line of character. 
Mr. Frank Foster and Mr. Donner kept the 
house in roars of laughter by their very clever 
impersonations of Valentine Verdict and Abel 
Cole, The Edith Harrington of Miss Rose 
Lee Was a very good and ladylike piece of 
acting, but she should speak a little louder. 
Miss Wells as Barbara was excellent; and 
we trust we shall not lose sight of this pleasing 
young actress. The drama, on the whole, 
reflected great credit on the managers, Messrs. 
G. Frisby and F. Lockhart, and we wish 
them every success, ‘Michael Erle” con- 
cluded the evening’s entertainment, in which 
the acting of Messrs. Church and Snelling 
was excellent, but the rest of the characters 
were not above mediocrity. We cannot con- 
clude our notice without remarking that every 
time we visit this hall we see that the enter- 
prising proprietor, Mr. Flexman, has made 
some fresh improvement. 

On Thursday evening another club, called 
the Polyhymnian, gave an entertainment, 
which commenced with the farce of the 
“Dead Shot.” The characters were sus- 
tained by Messrs. Courcelle, Siddons, Sey- 
mour, Soundy, and Miller, all of which acted 
with spirit and judgment. The female 
characters were ably sustained by Misses 
Mordaunt and Soundy. The a pe por- 
tion of the entertainment consisted of a new 
burlesque, written by Mr. Courcelle, founded 
upon “ Romeo and Juliet.” This gentleman 
appears to be very young, and is certainly 
| clever in the art of punning. The piece is 
smartly written, and the situations are droll 
and numerous. We may remark that the 
bill describing the characters is one of the 
best and witty things of the kind we ever 
remember to have seen ; it is well worthy of 
the perusal of the curious. The author 
undertook the part of Romeo, and did great 
justice to the character by his excellent de- 
~ of the rhyme and singing, There are, 














appearance in the drama of the “Charcoal ; of course, a long list of characters, all of which 











i i ee i a a a a a i ak oe 





OC — [pt Le oF FD mw § 


— It Oe Re 


m 


ae oe 


i ek ae Oe 


< 


a 
t 


le 


all 


re, 











SE 





THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 48 











were rendered highly amusing by the members | person, and kept up the dignity of the Mac 


of the club, and we trust they will perform it 
again at some future period. The members 
all appear to be well educated young men, 
and the audience was very respectable. The 
dresses supplied by Mr. Harrison, Costumier 
to the theatre, were new and sparkling, and 
the piece was very successful. 

On the following evening the regular club 
of the establishment, the Kclectic Club, per- 
formed the rich old comedy, ‘The Poor 
Gentleman.” It was both well cast and acted, 
and did the management very great credit. 
Sir Robert Bramble was played by Mr. 
Snelling in a manner that would have done 
credit to the Haymarket boards, and Hum- 
phery Dobbins was really legitimately acted 
by Mr. Butler, who played with a blunt 
roughness that few amateurs could accom- 
plish. Corporal Foss was also well and 
spiritedly sustained by Mr. Proctor, who 
threw into the part both feeling and humour 
at intervals ; but when he plays it again we 
would advise him to remember which knee 
he is wounded in, and not to hobble first 
with one and then the other. He was not 
very well supported by Mr. Bowman as 
Lieut. Worthington, who frequently spoke too 
quick, and sometimes inaudable ; he has a 
bad practice in looking down when he is 
speaking, and there is a want of dignity and 
ease which he should try to correct. Mr. 
Hawkins did Cropland very creditably, but 
he might have worn a pair of white kids in 
the presence of the ladies, particularly when 
he meets them in the fields, and is making 
love. Mr. Stanton as Farmer Harrowby was 
to6 tame, and did not speak bold, as a good- 
natured English farmer would; Mr. Dean 
as Stephen looked comic, and did not over- 
act the part. His scenes with the Corporal 
wanted a little more energy and bustle; si 
ever, he made the part amusing. Frederick 
was nicely acted by Mr. Moreland, who 
threw feeling and energy into the character, 
which showed he had studied the author’s 
meaning ; it was a gentlemanly performance. 
The Ollopod of Mr. Reeves is worthy of our 
warm congratulation ; he was very correct, 
looked the part well, and acted capitally. 
‘This amateur is making rapid strides in a pro- 
fession which he appears to take a delight.in. 
He was warmly applauded, and deservedly so. 
It is a telling character, and he did it justice. 
The ladies were all that could be wished for. 
Miss Edmonds as Miss Lucretia Mac Tab 
surprised us ; she is a well educated, ladylike 


Tabs with great spirit and propriety. She was 
well up in the charactér, and splendidly 
dressed. Her demeanour on the stage is 
very prepossessing, and she bids fair to be an 
ornament to the profession she aspires to. 
Miss Merton looked interesting as Emily 
Worthington, and gave a truthful picture of 
the innocent and ill-fated daughter of her un- 
fortunate father. We never saw her to better 
advantage, and in such characters she cannot 
fail to please. Mrs, Snelling was very good 
as Mary, andthe comedy was altogether acted 
most respectably. The Highland Fling was 
danced by Mr. Snelling artistically. We did 


not see the afterpiece. 





THE DRAMATIC COLLEGE. 


Mr. Dodd has made a second endeavour 
to exculpate himself from all blame in the 
unfortunate disagreements which have oc- 
curred betwixt himself and the Provisional 
Committee. After perusing his second 
pamphlet we see no valid reason for express- 
ing ourselves in any other terms than those 
argued by our correspondent “B. W. W.,” 
in our issue of the 19th ult., with respect to 
his first. With him we must refuse to ac- 
cept Mr. Dodd’s offer either as a philan- 
thropic or an unconditional one ; and Mr. B. 
Webster and the rest of the committee have 
exercised a most wise discretion in having re- 
fused to have anything further to do with 
him or his “ dirty acres” either. 

A writer in the Atheneum has been weak 
enough to support Mr. Dodd and blame the 
“actors” in this matter; but Mr. Webster 
has furnished that contemporary with one of 
the smartest-penned letters it has ever been 
our fortune to read, and one which carries 
proof positive with it that the Provisional 
Committee and the subscribers have acted 
wisely and well in what they have done. In 
our opinion the time of these gentlemen and 
the public likewise has simply been hum- 
bugged away. Ina letter to the Era, Mr. 
Webster also reiterates his assertion as to the 
value of Mr. Dodd’s land, which it appears 
had been previously offered to some charity 
and refused ; and characterises it as a “ singu- 
lar fact,” when the committee “ wished to 
purchase an adjoining acre of a ‘ benevolent 
friend,’ that £600 were asked for it!” The 
affair has turned out a complete fudge, and 








we are sorry for it. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


H. Cource.xe will see we have complied with his 
request. 

G. R. Lanciey.—The article shall have a place as 
soon as we canfind room ; you should send a copy to 
each manager. 

J. R.—Mr. Compton of the Haymarket is a native 
of Huntingdon ; he made his first appearance at 
the Lyceum in the year 1837. 

C. W. Brown.— Our engagements were such we could 
not"possibly attend ; t , the dist is so great 
we expect stamps for our ’buss hire. 
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SHAKSPEARE anp ANAESTHETICS. 
By B. W. W. 
(Concluded from page 37.) 
We will now quote the following passage : 


The most remarkable thing in Shakspeare, I 
think, as regards anesthetics, is Christopher Sly ; 
yet this is out of another of the books of alchemy 
(Holberg). A tinker, as we would say “ hoccussed” 
or rendered intoxicated, is removed out of a 
puddle in the street and lodged in a palace, and 
deceived, as a sort of joke, into the belief that he 
is a nobleman; but mark the beautiful analysis 
of consciousness, by Shakspeare, as the tinker. 
“Do I dream?” he asks, 


“Or have I dreamed till now ? 
I do not dream—I see, I hear, I speak ; 
I smell sweet savours and I feel soft things.” 


It is curious there is no sense of taste here; but 
Shakspeare was inscrutably and wonderfully right. 
Modern science shows there is no “ gustatory 
nerve. 


This capital incident—the induction to the 
“« Taming of the Shrew”—we are confident in 
belief was begot either from a tale in the 
“‘ Arabian Night’s Entertainments,” or from 
the histories of Grimstone, where Duke 
Philip discovered a drunken mechanic in 
the arms of Somno in the streets of Brussels, 
and had him conveyed, caparisoned, and 
bamboozled in a precisely similar manner 
to “ Old Sly’s son of Burton Heath, fourteen- 
pence on the score for sheer ale to Marian 
Hacket, the fat ale-wife of Wincot.” Dr. 
Kidd is mistaken in stating that this curious 
mixture of wit and humour is “ hocussed or 
rendered intoxicated.” He gets villainously 
inebriated of his own free will, in pursuance 
of a common practice. If, however, the | 
theory holds good in this instance, it comes ' 
about very naturally that any drunkard that | 





rolls into the kennel is under the effects of 
anesthesia, and not the proverbial alcohol ! 
The Doctor is very manifestly in error when 
he says that modern science shows there was 
no “gustatory nerve ” within the compact 
body of this second Sancho Panza, this 
Christophero Sly. ‘There is a very evident 
exemplification.of the ‘gustatory nerve r 
when he calls out lustily for a “pot o’ the 
smallest ale,” and says, ‘‘ Call me not honour 
or lordship ; and if you give me any conserves, 
give me conserves of beef.” ‘There is another 
point, the assertion that Oberon and Puck 
“are directly copied from the books of 
alchemv.’? We are more inclined to believe 
that the immortal Bard found the bases of 
these rare creatures in the ideas that were 
prevalent in ancient times in Rome and 
Greece ; or to go further, as has been as- 
serted by one of the Bard’s commentators 
(we forget which), in the Dews and Peries 
of Persian tradition. With reference to the 
“‘ odoraments,” also, Dr. Kidd makes the fol- 
lowing observation :— 

By the aid of this sort of light, we understand 
why Caliban advises the sailors* to destroy the 
books of alchemy of Prospero, and how the power 
of Ariel, which is sometimes called an “ecstasy,” 
is not so very far from the insensibility and in- 
fluences exerted by odoraments. 

Now, it is not alone the books of Prospero 
that are held by the mooncalf to endow him 
with the power ef enchantment. There is 
magic in his robe, and magic in his staff ! 
Surely this was not got out of the books of 
the alchemists? Besides, the magic of 
Prospero and the mummeries of the witches 
are of an entirely distinct species, and have 
nothing to do with alchemy, nor can divine 
what similarity even they may have to the 
pretended science. The fairies of Shak- 
speare are of a sublime imagination—such 
as his own master-mind alone could have 
culminated ; and they are every one of them 
distinct of themselves—no two of them having 
precise or similar characteristics. We will 
make another quotation :— 

«“B. W. W.” is not exactly right when he says 
the charm of Oberon was an anti-soporific, in- 
tended to act while Demetrius and the lovers were 
asleep, so as to pervert their love when awake ; for 


Demetrius suddenly says, as he falls asleep in spite 
of himself— 


“ Faintness constraineth me 
To measure eut my length on this cold bed.” 


When Demetrius thus speaks of “ faint- 
*It is the King’s butler and jester (Stephano and 


Trinculo) that Caliban persuades to destroy Prospero’s 
books— not the sailors. : 
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ness,” it is not from the effect of the “little 
western flower,” but from running and dodg- 
ing about in the wood with drawn sword 
to give battle to Lysander, to gratify the 
freaks of the little madcap Robin Good- 
fellow. The juice of the “little western 
flower” was simply intended by Shakspeare 
as a means for perverting the affections of 
the lovers when awake, something so directly 
opposite to the effect of any anesthetic. 

The following, we imagine, is the reason 
why Dr. Kidd has caught up the idea of the 


alchemy in connection with Shakspeare :— 


Ben Jonson’s play of the “ Alchemist” is the 
“ Fownes’s Manual” of the chemistry of Paracel- 
sus, and of that queer but delightful age; and 
Shakspeare not only read but corrected and partly 
edited this play. I believe, in fact, Marlowe, Ben 
Jonson, and decidedly Fletcher, are the writers of 
several things in Shakspeare. The Americans say 
Lord Bacon, but that is not solikely. Lord Bacon’s 
philosophy—which is, I think, much misunder- 
stood of late years—ran, however, much in the 
direction of the quackeries of Paracelsus, and for 
all practical purposes is almost as useless as the 
modern writings of Swedenborg. 


This is a mystery that is scarcely to be 
explained. We have no knowledge or idea 
that it is the case with Marlowe and Fletcher, 
and can almost vouch that it is not so with 
Ben Jonson—seeing that Shakspeare was 
the patron of King Jamie’s after-laureate 
when he was the simple bricklayer’s son, and 
in the needy requirement of a loan of five 
shillings from Henslowe, and was the means 
of introducing him to public notice by his 
recommendation of his play of “ Every Man 
in his Humour.” Thus the fact which Dr. 
Kidd reminds us of, that Shakspeare read and 
partly corrected Ben Jonson’s “ Alchemist,” 
need not excite our wonder. But borrowing 
in ancient authors is no criterion to go by ; for 
we may find extreme similarities to Shak- 
speare’s “ Love’s Labour Lost” in not only 
Fletcher’s ‘‘ Loyal Subject,” but in Mas- 
singer’s “ Renegade,” and in the writings of 
Herrick. One thing, however, is very certain, 
and that is that Beaumont and Fletcher were 
often assisted in their compositions by Shak- 
speare. 

But we fear we are tiring out the patience 
of our readers, and in conclusion will merely 
say that there is no more warranty to suppose 
that Shakspeare imitated either anwsthetics, 
“ odoraments,” or ‘ suffumigations ” in Obe- 
ron’s “little western flower,” any more than 
there is to attribute an imitation of the effects 
of chloroform or any other anesthetic in a 








modern fairy piece of enchantment, when one 
of the fays steps from her crystal car with her 
wand, and waves it with any kind of magical 
or transformatory effect. 

It is certainly not our province as theatrical 
chroniclers to criticise or offer an opinion upon 
the scientific work of Dr. Kidd, which as a 
scientific essay is doubtless admirable ; but if 
we may be allowed a passing remark, we may 
say that the references to Shakspeare and 
other poets (most of them unadvisedly, seeing 
that illustrations for almost anything may be 
found in the ancient poets, and is therefore no 
matter for wonderment in anesthetic matters, ) 
have a great preponderance, which would lead 
many to surmise it to act as Falstaff’s 
*hap’orth of bread” to the “ intolerable deal 
of sack.” But we think this attempt to build 
the philosophy of angsthetics as having ori- 
ginated in the poets merely because Shak- 
speare has happened to say something upon 
supernatural agencies and sleep, and because 
Young and Spenser, in “ Night Thoughts” and 
“ The Fairie saa ls have said something 
of what goes on in the Temple of Morpheus, is 
likely to fall to the ground. If we wish to dis- 
cover the reason why ancient poets had so 
much to say upon these supernatural and 
natural subjects, it may be found in the fact 
that they were close students of Nature as 
well as Fancy, and that some of these things 
are intimately connected with Nature. This 
is the case with much of the —— of the 
ancient elassic poets. ‘Thus is it idle to sup- 
pose that the comparatively modern use of 
chloroform was “foreshadowed” by Shak- 
speare or any other poet. The mythologics 
—Pan and his fellows—ate of grapes and re- 
velled amidst delicious fruits, and after slept 
in the sylvan slopes of Mount Parnassus. 
Will Dr. Kidd pretend to say that the “ germ” 
of anesthetics was here ? He may with quite 
as much warranty as he has done in the in- 
stance of Christopher Sly, who simply drank 
the malt liquors of the “ fat ale-wife of 
Wincot.” 

Errata.—In the first portion of this article, 
page 29, first column, for ‘‘ by the by, we must 
inform him that anesthesia is solemn music,” 
read, “‘ must inform him the anesthesia is solemn 
music ;” and in second portion, page 37, near 
end of first column, for “and we do not contend 
that not only were these accidental to Shak- 
speare,” read, “and we do contend that not 
only,” &c. 








Bap as it is to bite a man’s finger with your 
teeth, it is worse to mangle his reputation 
with your tongue. 
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ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION. 

Last week we paid a visit o this admirable | 
and instructive place of public amusement. 
The principal features of the programme 
were a lecture by Mr. J. L. King on the 
“Philosophy of Juvenile Amusements ; the 
peg-top, squirt, sucker, baloons, &c.;” a new 
and beautiful “ Phantasmagoria” by Childe ; 
a Lecture on the “ Humorous Melodies of 
Old England” (of the 16th and 17th cen- 
turies) ; and the new series of dissolving 
views, representing the ‘ Life and Exploits of 
Don Quixote ;” in addition to all the other 
attractions of the Institution. 

Great praise is due to Mr. King, whose 
lecture is infinitely amusing, and at the same 
time highly instructive alike to juveniles and 
adults ; whilst his experiments are of the most 
greatly add to the effect of the lecture and 
the lecturer, and be more conducive to the 
perfect and attractive kind. Childe’s “ Phan- 
tasmagoria” is also worthy of the highest 
admiration, and it is the very best thing of 
the kind we have ever witnessed. The illu- 
sions were most successfully rendered. The 
small moving objects, the owls and bats 
moving their heads and wings, the sorceress 
upraising her wand and raising the fire, the 
clown with his elastic jaws, and Vauxhall a 
hundred years ago and at the present time 
(in which a baloon is seen to ascend and leave 
the gardens beneath until its size becomes 
too minute for observation), excited the hear- 
tiest laughter and approbation from all. Not 
one of the amusement-seeking public should 


more formidable figure in the * Views” than 
the mad and chivalrous adventurer himself 
does. ‘The very funny description by Mr. 
Lennox Horne is, we think, the most amusing 
part of the business. 

It has often struck us when present at 
this Institution why it is that the Directors 
do not treat us to a drawing-room scene, 
fitted up upon the stage during the delivery 
of these lectures (such as Mr. Lennox 
Horne’s), which do not require the use of the 
dissolving views, instead of keeping that 
fearfully tedious white sheet before the au- 
dience all the time. Such an addition would 
comfort and satisfaction of the audience, who 
very frequently pronounce it to be sombre and 
dull. Neither do we see why the music 
should be hid from us in that obstinate little 
tent. Why should not the piano and the 
cornopean give ocular proof ? B. W. W. 








LINES 


ON THE 


COMPLETION OF THE ONE THOUSANDTH 
NUMBER OF THIS JOURNAL. 


This day a thousand weekly parts 
Have by you been completed, 
And cheering been to many hearts, 
By all of whom you’re greeted. 


Thus year by year you’ve glided on— | 
I hope with “health and plenty ;” 
And may you this the present one, 
The annual “ Volume Twenty.” | 


A quietude you’ve always kept, 
Though * Rivals” had abundant; ? 
But you have swept where’er they’ve crept, 





neglect to witness this rare and beautiful 
“Phantasmagoria.” The lecture on the 
“TIumorous Melodies” by Mr. Lennox 
Horne is highly characteristic, and the clear 
and harmonious manner in which he sings 
the old English ballads selected for the 
occasion are exceedingly racy and humorous. 
This lecture is one of the principal and most 
successful features to be witnessed in the 
Institution. It would be simply presumption 
for us to criticise the performance of a most 
beautiful fantasia on the harp by Mr. Frede- 
rick Chatterton, which immediately precedes 
the “Life and Exploits of Don Quixote,” 
which is an excellent series of dissolvin 


views ; but when we take the vast breadth | 


of the subject into consideration, we think 
Mr. J. Porter might have made much more 
of it than he has done. We think also that 
“ Sancho Panza” would have been the more 
appropriate title, as the Squire makes a much 





And proved yourself triumphant. 


No periodical has stood, 

By weeks, months, or diurnals ; 
Or ever proved half so good 

As Bestow’s best of journals. 


A toast I’ll give—I mean it true— 
Here’s health and wealth the best Oh! 
Success attend both it and you, 
Your journal, and you Bestow. rm 
.G. 





Mapame Tussavup’s.—The curious collection of 
historical and other documents in this gallery has 
| just been increased by a beautiful piece of Asiatic 
| ealigraphy, the work of Julleerood Dowlah Ba- 
| hadoor, Therayee to the King of Oude, and pre- 
| sented by him to the proprietor. There are six 
| different characters belonging to six different 





| nations. The groundwork of each character is 
| minutely and most elaborately illuminated. . The 

subject is a copy of verses, in which the writer 
compliments the English nation, and concludes by 
saying, ‘I shall not, but my verses will, remain.” 
An examination of the above will well repay the 
curiosity of the visitor. 
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Theatrical Gossip, 


Aprtrut.—Planche’s elegant fairy extravaganza 
of “ The Invisible Prince” will be revived at this 
house on Thursday evening. 


HayMarkeT.—The successful comedy of “ An 
Unequal Match” was revived here on Monday, 
with Miss Amy Sedgwick in her original character 
of Hester. 


Mr. anp Mrs. Howarv Pavut.—The highly- 
popular “ Patchwork,” exhibited nightly by these 
admirable artistes at the St. James’s Hall, con- 
tinues to draw large audiences—a fact by no 
means surprising, since the entertainment is con- 
stantly varied in character and incident, whilst 
uniformly clever and amusing. 


WE regret much to announce the death of Mr. 
Charles Farley, almost the last of that good old 
school of comedians that was contemporary with 
the Kembles. Mr. Farley was for many years a 
most distinguished member of Covent Garden 
Theatre in its palmiest days. The deceased 
comedian reached the good old age of 88 years, 
and is deeply regretted. 


Mr. Buwn’s Ittness.—It is stated that Mr. 
Alfred Bunn, whose name was at one time asso- 
ciated with the boldest theatrical enterprises, is 
now suffering from a serious attack of erysipelas, 
which has deprived him of the sight of one eye. 
We trust, however, there is some exaggeration in 
the report, as we have seen a letter from Mr. 
Bunn, dated Wednesday, from Tunbridge Wells, 
written in apparently good health and spirits. 


Mr. anp Mrs. Barney WILLIAMs.—These dis- 
tinguished artistes announce their benefit, and 
their last appearance at Drury Lane Theatre, on 
Friday, the 18th instant, when a variety of attrac- 
tive entertainments will be given in which the 
beneficiaires will appear, concluding with the 
popular pantomime. It is almost superfluous to 
predict for the “Irish Boy” and ‘“ Yankee Gal” 
a bumping house on the occasion. 


Her Maggsty’s anp Drury Lang THEATRES.— 
With reference to a paragraph which appeared 
last Wednesday, Mr. E. T. Smith, the lessee of the 
Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, has sent the following 
letter to the Editor :—“ Sir,—With reference to 
a paragraph which appeared in your impression, 
I beg leave to say that you had the most credible 
authority for stating that Her Majesty’s Theatre 
would be opened for the approaching summer 
season under my management, everything having 
been settled yesterday afternoon (as I, at least, 
had good reason to believe) for that purpose. 
Totally unforeseen obstacles, however, having 
arisen at the last moment—obstacles such as, in 
my opinion, exclude all chance of benefit to the 
public, or of pecuniary profit—I do not feei my- 
self justified in signing an agreement differing so 
essentially from the proposition which originally 
formed the basis of negotiations. The details of 
the transaction would scarcely interest the general 
public ; but they are quite at your service if you 
desire to be made acquainted with them.—I am, 
Sir, your obedient servant, E. T. Smiru. Theatre 
Royal, Drury Lane, Feb. 2, 1859.” 








MyppeLton Hatu.—On Tuesday evening, Mrs. 
Robert Paget, the accomplished vocalist, gave a 
miscellaneous concert in this hall, which was 
attended by a number of the music-loving inhabi- 
tants of Islington and the surrounding district. 
In addition to the fair beneficiaire, the principal 
artistes were Miss Susannah Cole, Miss Gerard, 
Miss Galloway, Mr. W. Dawson, Mr. W. Evans, 
and Mr. Ransford. Mrs. Arthur Willmore (late 
Miss Pyne) presided at the pianoforte, and Mr. 
Goffrie performed a solo on the violin. The entire 
musical arrangements were conducted by Mr. 
Alfred Gilbert. Mrs. Paget, labouring under the 
effects of a severe cold, was not heard to advan- 
tage, but no doubt could be entertained of the 
delicious quality of her voice, or her great taste 
and musician-like skill. Mendelsshon’s duet, “I 
would that my love,” was admirably rendered by 
Miss Galloway and Mrs. Paget. ‘“ Robert, toi que 
j'aime,” of Meyerbeer, was carefully given by Miss 
Galloway, and the sweet ballad of ‘“ Kathleen 
Mavourneen” was sung by Mrs. R. Paget with a 
power and pathos which elicited the most enthu- 
siastic applause. The performances of Mrs. Will- 
more and Herr Goffrie on the piano and violin 
were deservedly applauded. 





SOLILOQUY ON A RIVER AT NIGHT. 


How pure and lustrous are the moon’s bright rays, 
flected on the water’s calm ex 
What green and softened shadows meet the gaze ! 
What silence !—Nature’s beauty to enhance, 


Yet if I walk ’longside the river’s flow, 

To where er willow mournful droops its leaves, 
I view the whirling waters onward go, 

While moonbeams quiver on the wavelet’s heave 


And such we find is life—a current smooth, 

Oft charmed and cheered with radiance to beguile, 
Or rough and stormy, rugged! uncouth, 

To sparkle when lit up by Fortune’s smile. 


Still over all there ir): the web of pie ; 
Impending cloud of Fate has yet to break. 

Oh! when will Time unfold those visions bright ? 
Humanity to purer bliss awake ! 


Though man o’er man maintains his petty sway, 
And despots rule the earth with iron rod, 
Know, oh Fs proud! the night will pass away, 
And souls unfettered stand before their God. 
G. R. LANGLEY, 





TuoueH a soldier, in time of peace, is like a 
a chimney in summer, yet what wise man would 
pluck down his chimney because his almanack 
tells him ’tis the middle of June ? 





The Fatality of Disease.—Holloway’s Pills. 
i te is distressing to loek around us and see the num- 

bers that are hourly carried off to premature 
graves, simply through not trying to avert disease 
and its fatal consequences. In the majority of cases 
this is caused by the impure state of the blood, which 
disseminates oe the system the seeds of disease. 
A course of Holloway’s Pills would prevent this. 
They expel from the secretory organs and the circu- 
lation the morbid matter which produces inflamma- 
tion, pain, fever, and physical decay ; thus annihilat- 
ing the virulence of the most painful and devastating 
disease, and prolonging to old age the power of inde- 








_ pendent exertion, wanting which we forfeit the birth- 
| right of our race. 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, High Holborn 
(Formerly the Casino de Venise). 


Ts Establishment, pre-eminently distinguished 
for the originality, combined with the e ce 
and beauty of its decorations and the perfection of 
its management, is now open for the season. Selec- 
tions from “Les Huguenots,” “Lucia di Lammer- 
moor,” “Il Trovatore,” &c., are performed nightly 
by the celebrated Orchestra under the direction of 
Mr. W. M. Packer. The new quadrille from Flotow’s 
opera of “Martha” is introduced every evening, as 
also are some of the following novelties :—Quadrilles 
and Valses from Verdi’s Opera of “ Luisa Miller,” 
the Royal Lancers, Kcenig’s last Valse, the First 
Kiss Polka, the Paulina Schottishe, Regal Caledo- 
nians, the Antelope Galop, &c. Doors open at half- 


past 8, and close at 12 punctually. Admission Is. 





MADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, 
Bazaar, Baker Street. 
DA ga A ging COUNT DE MON- 
TALEMBERT, from a Photograph by Maul 
and Polyblank ; the King and Queen of Greece, the 
King and Queen of Hanover; the Kings of England, 
from Richard the Third to Queen Victoria.— Admis- 
sion, ls.; extra room, 6d. Open from eleven till 
dusk, and from seven till ten. 

The Times, of April 14th, states:—“In no other 
place in Europe are so many touching and important 
memorials of the great Emperor to be found; even 
for a national collection, our gallant allies might be 

roud to possess the relics which are here preserved. 

adame Tussaud’s exhibition is without a rival, 
either here or on the Continent. All who have 
attempted competition have proved but so many 
foils to set up the superior attractions of her admir- 
able collection of les hommes celebres.” 


To Theatrical Amateurs. 


QcEnent Costumes, and every Requisite can be 

obtained at Harrison’s Theatrical Warehouse, 
31, Bow-street, W.C., opposite the Royal Italian 
Opera, Covent-garden. The Drawing-room Theatres, 
that can be fitted up in any sized room, without in- 
jury to the apartment, with Gas-fittings, Scenery, 
Costumes, &c., Let on reasonable terms. 


Copy the Address—Harrison, 31, Bow-street. 


Rejoice ye Children of the Thespian Art. 


AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies 
and Gentlemen engaged in amateur performances 
for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. A large assort- 
ment of every necessary for the same. Wardrobes 
made to order. Persons about to follow the profession 
will do well to give Mr. May an order for their outfit; 
costume, character, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 


Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 


The Second Eclectic Dramatic Society. 


Av Lady or Gentlemen wishing to make the 

Stage their profession, or for pleasure, will find 
this Society worthy of notice. The members meet 
every Friday evening, at eight. Performance once a 
month; every member will propose a play, and take 
any character they choose in their turn, and will be 
allowed six tickets for each performance. Subscrip- 
tion ls. 6d. per week, including stage dresses. The 
hall to let for Amateur Performances, Balls, Con- 
certs, Tea Parties, &c., on reasonable terms. 18, 
Denmark-street, Crown-street, Soho. Manager and 
Scenic Arist, Mr. R. Snelling; Proprietor, James 
Flexman. Mr.Harrison, Costumier to the Theatre, 
31, Bow-street, 














HIGHBURY BARN. 

M°sis AND DANCING every Evening, from 
Eight to half-past Eleven o’clock. A Band of 
Thirty. Admittance, 1s.; on Sundays, by Refresh- 
ment Ticket, 6d. Table d’Héte every Sunday at 
Five o’clock, 2s. each. Subscription Ball en March 16, 
Stewards of Public Festivals are requested tojmake 

early’application for the Rooms. 





OLD DR. JACOB TOWNSEND'S 
Original American Sarsaparilla, 


TT noblest preparation of this invaluable root 
ever discovered. It was introduced into Eng- 
land in 1851, and proved by experience to be the 
great purifier of the blood—unparalleled in efficacy 
to invigorate the constitution by eradicating all im- 
— from the system. It affords the greatest re- 
ief in all cases arising from irregular or obstructed 
perspiration, colds, &c., and all cutaneous disorders, 
iving a clear and healthy appearance to the skin. 
ts unique character and agreeable flavour render it 
a ne plus ultra in medicine, or nature’s true remedy. 
Warehouse, 248, Strand; and the original retail 
depot, 373, Strand, London. Every bottle bears the 
signatures of J. J. Haliday and Co., sole per es 
of the genuine medicines. Beware of spurious 
mitation. 





A Secret worth Knowing. 


R. G. PORTER,’ Photographie Artist, of 222, 
Pentonville-road, is now taking splendid Like- 
nesses in a Brooch, complete for 5s.; or in a shut-up 
case for 1s.6d. Established 10 years. No connexion 
with any other establishment. Be sure and ask for 
Porter’s ; and don’t be led away by any one telling 
you “ this is same concern,” and such like; for 
our address is only at 222, Pentonville-road. Hours 
of attendance from 9 till dusk. 





To the Dramatic Profession. 


C W. OOMBES, 38, Bow-street, Covent- 
e . garden, Costumier to the Royal 
Italian Opera, begs to inform Gentlemen in the Pro- 
fession that he can upon the shortest notice supply 
them with every description of Dress, made of the 
very best materials and workmanship, at the lowest 
price possible. Country managers supplied on the 
shortest notice. 





IMPORTANT TO ADVERTISERS. 

ne Bi nag cay Mole NEWS, Rg -~ 

alfpenny, the largest page paper in London. 
Circulation, 17,000 weekly. 

Can be forwarded for twelve weeks to any part of 
the suburbs or the country on receipt of eighteen 
postage-stamps, directed to the Publisher. 

ADVERTISEMENT Scare.—A heading and sixteen 
words, 6d.; every additional eight words, 2d. Two 
papers sent free by post for two stamps. 

Office, 35, Rosoman-street, Clerkenwell. 





Printed by J. T. Picksurn, 35, Lower Rosoman-street, 
Clerkenwell. 

Published every Wednesday Afternoon, at Twelve o'clock, 
by Vickers, 28, Holywell-street, Strand, and W. J. Kelly, 
Gray's Inn Gateway, Holborn, for the Proprietor, 
Mr. W. Bestow; and Sold by J. Allen, Warwick-lane; 
Harris, Blackfriars-road ; Gilbert, Paternoster-row; Shaw 
& Nelson, 7, Bridges-street, Covent-garden; Purkess, 
60, Compton-street, Soho; Lacy, Bookseller, Strand; and 
all Booksellers and Newsvendors.—To be had, by order, 
in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 35 Lower Rosoman street, Clerkenwell, 





